PROGRESS Center

at the American Institutes for Research® B Promoting Progress for Students with Disabilities

The What and Why of Present Levels of Academic
Achievement and Functional Performance (PLAAFP)
Statements Module: Note-Taking Guide

Module Overview

This course is intended to explain the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) definition of the
present levels of academic achievement and functional performance (PLAAFP) statement, explain the
critical role of the PLAAFP statement in the development of a high-quality individualized education
program (IEP), identify tips for developing PLAAFP statements that promote progress and identify
resources to learn more about PLAAFP statements.

Learning Outcomes

At the end of this course, you will be able to do the following:

e explain the IDEA definition of a PLAAFP statement,

e explain the critical role of the PLAAFP statement in the development of a high-quality IEP,
e identify tips for developing PLAAFP statements that promote progress, and

e identify resources for learning more about PLAAFP) statements.

Using the Note-Taking Guide

As you engage in the module, take notes on the key themes and answer the summary questions at
the end of each section. After you complete the module, check your responses against the provided
responses at the end of this document.
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Section 1: What Is the PLAAFP Statement?

This section explains what a PLAAFP statement is according to IDEA requirements and how some states
establish additional guidelines.

Notes

What does IDEA say
about the PLAAFP
statement?

Minimum state
requirements for your
state (Note: Visit your
state department of
education website
using the link
provided in the slide)

Summary Question

What are the key

requirements for a
PLAAFP statement
according to IDEA?
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Section 2: Unpacking the PLAAFP Statement

This section distinguishes between the academic achievement and functional performance
components of the PLAAFP statement.

Notes

Academic
achievement

What is meant by the
PLAAFP statement?

Examples of
functional skills
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Summary Questions

What is the purpose
of the PLAAFP
statement?

What is the definition
of functional
performance?

Section 3: Importance of the PLAAFP Statement

This section describes why the PLAAFP statement is a critical foundation for the entire IEP process and

cites legal precedent emphasizing its importance.

Notes

T

Why is the PLAAFP
statement important?
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T

Kirby v. Cabell County
Board of Education
(2006)

Tips for developing
PLAAFP statements

Four essential
elements

Summary Questions

Why is the PLAAFP
statement considered
the foundation of the
IEP?
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Section 4: Developing High-Quality PLAAFP Statements: Essential
Element 1: Student Needs

This section outlines how to comprehensively document a student’s current academic and functional

needs and strengths in the PLAAFP statement.

Notes

Overview of essential
element 1: Student
needs

Guiding questions

Additional
considerations
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Summary Question

What information
should be included
about a student’s
current needs?

How can considering
student strengths
inform the PLAAFP
statement?
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Section 5: Developing High-Quality PLAAFP Statements: Essential
Element 2: Effect on Progress in General Education

This section covers how to describe how a student’s disability impacts involvement and progress in the
general education curriculum in the PLAAFP statement.

Notes

Overview of essential
element 2: Effect on
progress in general
education

Guiding questions

Additional
considerations
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Summary Questions

How might you
describe the impact of
a student’s disability
on general education?

Section 6: Developing High-Quality PLAAFP Statements: Essential
Element 3: Baseline Information

This section explains how to include objective, measurable baseline data related to areas of need to
inform goal development.

Notes

T

Overview of essential
element 3: Baseline
information

Guiding questions
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T

Example baseline
statements

Summary Questions

What criteria should
be considered when
including baseline
data?

What structure tip
can help improve goal
writing?

Section 7: Developing High-Quality PLAAFP Statements: Essential
Element 4: Connection to Goals and/or Services

This section describes how the PLAAFP statement should clearly justify and connect to the IEP goals,
services, and program components.
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Notes

Overview of essential
element 4:
Connection to goals
and/or services

Guiding questions

Summary Question

Why does the PLAAFP
statement need to
connect to student
goals and services?

Section 8: The Power of Teams to Develop High-Quality PLAAFP
Statements

This section emphasizes the importance of the full IEP team collaborating and preparing data in
advance of developing the PLAAFP statement.

PROGRESS Center at the American Institutes for Research® 11 WII'



PLAAFP Statement: Note-Taking Guide

Notes

The power of teams

Summary Question

What is the IEP
team’s role in
gathering the data
needed to develop a
comprehensive
PLAAFP statement?
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Section 9: Sample PLAAFP Statements

This section provides sample PLAAFP statements to analyze against the four essential elements and

quality indicators.

Notes

I

Sample statements

Summary Question

Evaluate one of the
samples. How does
the sample model the
four essential
elements?
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Sample Responses

This section presents sample responses to the questions provided after each section. You may use
these responses and compare them with your own responses.

m Summary questions Sample responses

Section 1: Whatis What are the key IDEA requires that the IEP include a PLAAFP statement for the
the PLAAFP requirements for a student, which includes how the disability affects involvement
statement? PLAAFP statement and progress in the general education curriculum.

according to IDEA?

Section 2: What is the purpose of the The PLAAFP statement is a statement of a child’s present
Unpacking the PLAAFP statement? levels of academic achievement and functional performance.
PLAAFP statement It serves as the foundation on which the rest of the IEP is built

and supports the development of high-quality educational
programming.

What is the definition of  Functional performance refers to skills or activities not

functional performance? considered academic achievement, often routine activities of
everyday living such as dressing, behavior, and
communication.

Section 3: What court decision The 2006 Kirby v. Cabell County decision underscored the
Importance of the highlights the importance importance that without a clear identification of present
PLAAFP statement of comprehensive PLAAFP levels in the PLAAFP statement, the IEP cannot properly

statements? establish goals, services, and monitoring.
Section 4: What information should The PLAAFP statement should describe the student's main
Developing high- be included about a academic and functional areas of need or concern using
quality PLAAFP student’s current needs?  objective, measurable current data.

statements:
Essential Element
1: Student needs

PROGRESS Center at the American Institutes for Research® 14 C}



PLAAFP Statement: Note-Taking Guide

m Summary questions Sample responses

Section 5:
Developing high-
quality PLAAFP
statements:
Essential Element
2: Effect on
progress in
general education

Section 6:
Developing high-
quality PLAAFP
statements:
Essential Element
3: Baseline
information

Section 7:
Developing high-
quality PLAAFP
statements:
Essential Element
4: Connection to
goals and/or
services

How can considering
student strengths inform
the PLAAFP statement?

How might you describe
the impact of a student’s
disability on general
education?

What criteria should be
considered when including
baseline data?

What structure tip can
help improve goal writing?

Why does the PLAAFP
statement need to
connect to student goals
and services?

Identifying student strengths can assist with identifying
appropriate accommodations, strategies, or assistive
technology to enhance performance and independence.

The PLAAFP statement should describe how the disability
impacts the student’s involvement in, access to, and progress
in the general curriculum, not just the characteristics of the
disability.

Baseline data should be specific, objective, and measurable
and relate to areas of need and state standards.

Structure the baseline statement using the same structure as
the annual goal to improve goal writing.

The PLAAFP statement should provide enough detail to be
able to develop goals and determine what services or
supports are needed.
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m Summary questions Sample responses

Section 8: The What is the IEP team’s The PLAAFP statement should include summarized data
power of teams to role in gathering the data gathered through a collaboration between the parent and
develop high- needed to develop a families, the student, general education teachers working with
quality PLAAFP comprehensive PLAAFP the student, related service providers, special education
statements statement? teachers and support staff, and other identified members and

should be easily understood by all members of the IEP team.
The collection of these data can and should begin prior to the
IEP meeting to capture all areas of concern and facilitate more
robust discussion during the meeting.

Section 9: Sample Evaluate one of the Note to learner: Evaluate whether the sample PLAAFP

PLAAFP samples. How does the statements effectively address student needs, general

statements sample model the four education impact, baseline data, and connection to
essential elements? services/goals.
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