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The What and Why of the Statement of Services and 
Aids Module: Note-Taking Guide 

Module Overview 
The course explains the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requirements for the 
statement of services and aids and the critical role of the statement of services and aids in the 
development of a high-quality individualized education program (IEP). 

Learning Outcomes 
At the end of this course, you will be able to do the following: 

• identify the four parts of the statement of services and aids, and

• summarize the purpose of the statement of services and aids.

Using the Note-Taking Guide 
As you engage in the module, take notes on the key themes and answer the summary questions at 
the end of each section. After you complete the module, check your responses against the provided 
responses at the end of this document. 
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Section 1: Overview of the Statement of Services and Aids 
This section provides an overview of the IDEA requirements for the statement of services and aids and 
introduces its four parts. 

Notes 

Key themes  Notes  

The Endrew F. 
decision 

 

What does the IDEA 
say about the 
statement of services 
an aids? 

 

Summary Questions  

Questions Response  

According to IDEA, 
what are the four 
parts of the IEP’s 
statement of services 
and aids?   
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Section 2: Breaking Down the Parts: Unpacking the Statement of 
Services and Aids   
This section breaks down each of the four parts of the statement of services and aids, explaining what 
they are, their purposes, who provides them, and how they interconnect to create a comprehensive 
plan tailored to an individual student’s needs resulting from their disability. 

Notes 

Key themes  Notes  

Special education 
 

Related services  

Supplementary aids 
and services 
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Key themes  Notes  

Program 
modifications or 
supports for school 
personnel 

 

Activity: Name that 
service! 

 

Aligning the services 
 

Summary Questions  

Questions Response  

Briefly summarize and 
explain the purpose 
of special education 
and specially 
designed instruction. 
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Questions Response  

Briefly summarize and 
explain the purpose 
of related services. 

 

Briefly summarize and 
explain the purpose 
of supplementary aids 
and services. 

 

Briefly summarize and 
explain the purpose 
of program 
modifications or 
supports for school 
personnel. 

 

How do the four parts 
work together to 
address unique needs 
and enable progress? 
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Sample Responses 
This section presents sample responses to the questions provided after each section. You may use 
these responses and compare them with your own responses.  

Section Summary questions Sample responses 

Section 1: 
Overview of the 
statement of 
services and aids 

According to IDEA, what are the 
four parts of the IEP’s 
statement of services and aids 
in an IEP? 

The four parts are 1) special education, 2) related 
services, 3) supplementary aids and services, and (4) 
program modifications or supports for school personnel. 

Section 2: 
Breaking down 
the parts: 
Unpacking the 
statement of 
services and aids 

Briefly summarize and explain 
the purpose of special 
education and specially 
designed instruction. 

Special education means specially designed instruction 
to meet the unique needs of a student with a disability 
at no cost to parents/guardians. Its purpose is to address 
those unique needs and ensure a student’s access to the 
general education curriculum.  

Briefly summarize and explain 
the purpose of related services. 

Related services, such as speech therapy and 
occupational therapy, are supportive services to assist a 
student in benefiting from special education services.  

Briefly summarize and explain 
the purpose of supplementary 
aids and services. 

Supplementary aids and services are provided in the 
general education classroom to enable students with 
disabilities to be educated alongside their nondisabled 
peers to the maximum extent appropriate.  

Briefly summarize and explain 
the purpose of program 
modifications or supports for 
school personnel. 

Program modifications are changes to the general 
education program, such as an alternate curriculum or 
scheduling change, that enable the student to access the 
general curriculum. Supports for school personnel are 
those supports, such as training or collaborative 
planning, that enable the school staff to implement the 
IEP. 
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Section Summary questions Sample responses 

How do the four parts work 
together to address unique 
needs and enable progress? 

The four parts align to comprehensively address all areas 
of need resulting from the disability, ensure access to 
the general curriculum and involvement with peers, and 
support implementing the specialized instruction and 
services. 
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